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By FRED P, GRAYIAN
- Epeclal Lo The New York ’l‘imcn o
- WASHINGION, Sepl. 2 o
State Department personnel are
being questioned by agents of
the Federal Bureaw of Investi-
- gation in an effort to defermine
how recent sensitive informa-
tion leaked fo the press, the
department’s press spokesman
disclosed today. :

/" The - spokesman,- Robert .T.f
McCloskey, said in response to
reporiers’ questions at a press!
briefing, that the investigation
had been prompted by concern
- that “stories harmful to the na-
tional interest” were being dis-
closed by unauthorized persons,
" He repeatedly decliped to
make a denizl when asked
about reports that ¥.B.I ¢ agents
Wwere piving State Department
jofficials  lie-detector tests in
. ‘efforts to locate the sources of
the news leaks,’

"Mr. McCloskey said ﬂle F.B.I.
questioning * was - being  done
“with the approval of the Sec-
retary of "Stale,” but he de-
clined to.say who had ordered
it. Povell Moore, an official in
the Justice Department’s infor-
mation office, said that the in-
,vcshyahon had been ordered
by that depntmcnts Intorml
Security Division,

Mr. Moore' said that such
action “was taken whenever
there was evidence of viola-
tions of the Federal securily
laws, and that the current
questioning had extended to
other departments, including the
Penta{,on The Yederal Burcau,

of Investigation is an agency'
of the Justice Deparltment.

The questioning by -¥.}
and the reported uss -of hc-
detectors has touched sensitive
nerves in the Stale Depart-

- ment, where, officials say, the’
bmeau has not been active
since it mchtwatcd charges .
of Communist infiltration
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The State Department has s
own security. force that is sup”
posed to investigate security
]Ld}\S

In recent wecks newsmen
who report on the State De-
partment have found that peo-|
ple there would not see theni or’
answer their telephone calls.
Today, at his regular noon
bricfing, Mr. McCI osI\Ly Was
asked a serics of questions
about the 111\'cst1g{czhon and
other official actions that have
apparently prompted’ officials
1o close their doors to the
press. . o
- Taboos Conceded

Mr. McCIoskLy conccdéd
that certain subjects had boen

- temporarily placed off limits

for discussion with the press
by State Department personnel.j
These include President Nixon’ <;‘
coming {rip to China and the,
one-man clection campaign of|"
South * Vietpam’s  President
Nguyen Van Thieu,

But Mr. McCloskey insisted,!
“I have told them that peoj le
need not close doors or refusc
to relurn phone calls because
4 subject for a period may be
off litnits for general distribu-
tion.” He said there had becen
no efforts to limit “contacts”
between State Department per-
sonnel and the press, but only

-to persuade officials to “use

thelr common sense in dealing
with the journalists.” -
“The State Department has a’
deep concern, and I would ex- .
pect the public in general would!
understand, that  information
that could be prejudicial to the
national interest in foreign pol-
icy is not to be publhhed or
broadcast,” M., MCCloskey
said, <
Times Article I\Texmonr‘d

He said that F.B.I. agents had
approached Stale Department
offlcmls “on a number of oc-
casions,” but he would not say
what news articles had been
involved,

Some individulls who wore.
questioned said that the agents
asked about an article l)v Wwil-
liam Beecher in The New York'
Times of July 22, giving details
of United States negotiators’
positions in the arms limita-
tions talks with the Soviet]
Union,

Others were nsxqed 1bout an
carlier article by Tad Szulc in
The New York Times about
arms shpiments to Pakistan

Mr. McCloskey said, “To the,
best of my knowledge, no dis-

- ciplinary action has been taken

against  any person  ques-.
tioned.” Asked if a reprimand
or notdtion placed in a Foreign,
Service officer’s record was a
disciplinary action, he said
that such a reprimand would
not mecessarily be considercd
a disciplinary action.
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IHouse in
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“and White-
of newsg leaks

briefing - hursday,
nt spokesman
J. MeCloskey was asked
(lie deteclor)

press

tests had been tsed in the investiga-

‘tion.

While
]]i\ and

confirminf' FBI activity at
L1 Iy

other agencies," he dectined

say what kind of equipment was
uwcl Phone taps and the {zking of
affidavits normally would be uzed in
such work, Y :

The

Associated  Press 1cpo; ted

Ahat four State Department efficials

were

given polyg BrR :ph {ests. The de-

pﬂmnent refused {o conumnent on the

repout.

MNone Dizcinlined or

1epr1’rwmrlcd

No State Department omc ial hac

~ been

dis cu)lmcd
MeCloskey

opr reprima zmcd,

said, Other S()ULCQ:} said

all State Department personnel who

were

que \(mn d had been cleared.
MeCloskey indicated that the in-

vestigations' began carlier this yéar
and were still going on but he re-
fused to pinpoint the number of sub-
jects of stories under scruliny as
well as the number of personnel
who came under suspicion.

It was learned,

however, that

“while several earlier slovies drew
I'BI interest——presumably at White
House direction--the most intensive
investigation bagan six weeks ago

after publication by the
~of an article deteiling this

Times
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at the secrel strategic arms limita-

tion: talks with the _

This particular case may have &
pedestrian «
About the time

ation.

Soviel Union.
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> New

and even bizarre
of “the

York Times article, a top-ge c1et doc-

ument on the talks v

Vas, distrihute d

in considerable confublon within the

State Department, informants said,
bonu, offices zot two, even thiee
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S 'The inv utlg {[10'1 of ths
articlz; however, appears
to be. the broadest and
deepest of itz kind in at
lzast a decade. The Kenne- 7
dyv and Johnzon adminis-
trations both sought the
source of news leaks from
titne to time bul never in
as :&,ustc}fned or exhaustive
fashion as that begun alter
the July 23 story on t.hr-:
artns talks.

Use of the poly ffmph if
(rue, may be a precedetit,
although there were un-
confirmed reporls of the
detector’s use duving: the
Eisenhower  administra-
timn,  The [four officials
to -the test, the
\} 1cpmtu1. had all ac-
xnowledged talking to the
of the \ew Xc‘"'
I_-mr‘) article, William
Seecher, but 2l denied
ng nim the informa-
1 angd were
device.
zacher's stou caid U.S
had propose .

121l in construc-
N of ]511(1 and subma-
vine<bhazed missiles and
curtailhnent of antimissile
deployments. Thé  State
D sartment  termed  the

le at tnr time "A.mosat
e bircach of se-
; “-‘1d violation of our

understanding  with  ths
soviet Unjon that neither
i ~will  discuss - these

while they. are in

ss."
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8 ub_mc(‘s‘]_tlsnlificd
State Deparlment - offis

“cizls, beyond being inves-

tigated, also have been re-
cently warned to be dis-
creet in talking to repor-
ters gn particu (ulv sensi-
tive subjects, | McCloskey
gaid, He identified these as
the arms talks, President
Nizon's forlhcoming trip
to China, and temporarily
on the . .Saigon delibera-

tiors on a one-Man pres-

idential election. -
No written caution has
issued,

to use

urged officials
in dis-

mmon sense”
cussing such topics.

this year within (he agen-
cice have all heen JuO"”d

cleaied by

"harmful to the nationa
interesl! by the depart
ment and the Administra-
tion, McCloskey said,
They were untvelated 1o
publication of the Penta
gon 1‘aper £, mfcn mants
eur] . . :
MeCloskey emphahl,acrl',
that no attempt was being
raade to regtrict the access
of newsmen to officials.
He noted that the depart-
ment enjove the reputa-
tion of being the most

ropen foreign ministry in

the world to the press and
intends to remain so.
Informants szid that; in
addijtion to State-and De-
fense departinent officials,
certain. CIA and Whilke
louze employes hatl been
qucstionaed by B agents,
They could rot elabarate,

/ :

McCloskey |
adderd, Put ’10 said he has-
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Y ANTEVIL
Burean)-—Justice Des

partment agents have been questioning State Dﬁpm'tmf\nt
emp103 es about recent leaks of sensilive information LO the

newspapers, a State Dopartme nt spokesman disc

tod(\y
Questioned . by ncwsmen, the
spokesman, Robert J. MeCloskey,

would nol say ho‘v many State
Pepartment employes were in-
volved or.whether lie detectors
were vsed. But he said no disci-
plinary action resulted, -

~ The probe, it was learned, was
cormducwd b\ ¥BI agents,

Series of Probes

MeCloskey said there was no
sing]e invc»tigation but a scries
ofl them cimed dt SJ)“C]hL news
stories.

Ile \vou]d not name any of the
articles, but other officials said
Hvo  recenf incidents invelved

b/Zc'p'u"Le New York T]mos sLo-

Yies quoting from a CIA Teport .
to the W hite Houge and setiing
ouf the U.S negoliating posmon
at the disarmament talks with
the Sovict Union.

Another leak under mvostlo'\-
tion, sources said, was Jack An-
dnnonb 11'1L101u11]y syndicated
column  quoting from a scerct
government report on the drunk-
en antics of a"U.S. diplomat dur-
ing Vice President Spivo Ag.
new's veeent visit to Kenya in
A.fuca.

0 sed

\IcCloxkcy alzo suid %mtc De-
pdztm('n{ officials have been told
to use “discretion and ¢ommon
gense” in ialking with newsmen
ahout sensitive topics such as the
forthcoming presidential visit {o
China.

“The Department has a deep
concern  when information that
could be prejudicial to a national
interest in foreign pohcv is pub-.
lished o bloadclqt especially
when it has been disclosed “by
unauthorized persons,” the
spokesman said. ’

-Tle added, however, that offi-
cials have not been told to lmit
thmr contacts with reporters. e,
tdeclared that the department of-
ifms greater access lo newsmen
than any other foreign office in
the world. )

Approved by Rogers -

“We bhave cooperated with
agents of the Department of Jus-
pce who h'wc undertaken inves- !
tigations within the Department |
of State,” MeCloskey said. He |
would not say who orde)'pd'thc :
agentg into the State Department
but he said it was done ‘with the
full concurrence and approval” of
Sceretary of State William P.
Rogors. o <
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